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BUT WHAT IF I WAS BORN THIS WAY?
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Nature vs. Nurture.  Developmental psychologists love to argue this one back and forth on all sorts of issues.   If a child is exceptionally smart, is it because he inherited a “smart gene” from his parents?  Is it because his parents read to him for countless hours when he was young?  Or is it a combination of both those factors?   It’s hard to say.
There has been a lot of research into whether homosexuality is learned behavior (nurture) or whether people can be born with a predisposition towards it (nature).   Studies have looked at brain chemistry and makeup, trying to see if there are physiological differences between a homosexual and heterosexual.  One interesting recent study, published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences journal, found that “Gay men and heterosexual women had halves of a similar size, while the right side was bigger in lesbian women and heterosexual men. A UK scientist said this was evidence sexual orientation was set in the womb.”
  However, you can find plenty other scientists who say that sexuality is learned behavior.   So who’s right?
What do you think?  I honestly have no clue – no idea whether homosexuality lies more in nature or nurture.  And as a theologian, I don’t worry about the fact that I don’t know.  Because it doesn’t matter.
Ever since the fall into sin, reproduction has been tainted.   Jesus himself said, “Flesh gives birth to flesh” (John 3:6).  The Greek word for flesh – sarx – is pejorative.  It brings to mind tainted flesh… weak flesh… yes, sinful flesh.   Because Adam and Eve fell into sin and lost the image of God, they could not give birth to holy, perfect children.  And so, Cain kills Abel.  Murder takes one generation to appear on earth after the introduction of sin!  

Sin ruined everything about the reproductive process.  Not only are children born with the ability to feel things God never intended humans to feel – hate, greed, envy, pride, etc. – but there are physical abnormalities.   God created Adam and Eve with ten fingers and toes.  That is not always the case with Adam and Eve’s offspring, is it?  Babies are born with a host of physical deformities, none of which God ever intended to be part of his Creation. 

Those abnormalities are not an excuse to sin.  Take alcoholism.   Scientists will tell you people can have genetic predispositions to alcoholism.  (There seems to be a lot more consensus on that in the scientific community than there is about homosexuality!)  If I am born with a genetic predisposition to alcoholism, that does not excuse me for becoming an alcoholic.   
Say I am born without working legs… or born blind… or born with spina bifida.  With any of those, I am going to face extra challenges that others, born without those defects, will not have to face.  That does not give me the right to grow bitter.  It does not give me permission to be angry with God.  For while human life is always God’s creation, human defects never are.  They are simply flesh giving birth to flesh.    

Likewise, if homosexuality is indeed caused in part or in whole by brain physiology, that does not then give one the right to ignore or defy what God has revealed in his Word.  He forbids homosexuality.  It is against his will.  That settles it, no matter if homosexuality is the result of nature or nurture.
Challenging physiological developments can be an opportunity.  If I have a predisposition to alcoholism, it provides occasion to give God great glory.  For if, in spite of that genetic curse, I can with Christ’s help resist the temptation to succumb to alcoholism, what a testimony to the power of God!  It proves what Paul wrote: “I can do everything through him who gives me strength!” (Philippians 4:13).  Likewise, if a person has a brain physiology which inclines them to be attracted to the same-sex, and yet they still struggle against that inclination, what a powerful testimony of their love for God and his Word.   

Finally, remember that while we came into this world with flawed human flesh, it will not always be so.  Scripture promises us that in the resurrection on the Last Day, our bodies will be made perfect.  Read 1 Corinthians 15 today.  It’s chocked full of gorgeous promises.   The blind will see.  The lame will walk.  Those who had a weak heart in this life will have a heart that never skips a beat again.  And if indeed there are those who have brain physiology that is not as God intended, God will take care of that in the resurrection too.   To him be praise!  
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