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REPENTANCE IS REQUIRED FOR ALL SIN
Person A loves to talk bad about others.  It makes him feel better about himself.  So he spreads rumors – some true, others false – about those he doesn’t like.  He tells the neighbor on his right that he’s worried that the neighbor on the left might drink too much.  He talks about his co-worker’s marriage problems with other co-workers.  
Person B has long wrestled with being homosexual.  She knows the Bible says it goes against God’s will.  She’s prayed for God’s help in resisting her urges.  She’s even talked to a trusted Christian friend for advice.   Still, she occasionally lapses.  When she does, she’s heartbroken.  She prays to her Savior for forgiveness and strength.

Who is more spiritually healhty, person A or person B?  

A true Lutheran would answer  person B.   When Martin Luther posted the 95 Theses on the Castle Church door in Wittenburg, effectivly beginning the Luthern Reformation, the very first thesis read:  “When our Lord and Master, Jesus Christ, said ‘Repent’, he called for the entire life of believers to be one of repentance.”  The entire life.  In other words, God’s examination of our lives doesn’t just focus on one aspect – our sexual lives, for example.  God’s Law measures everything – the way we talk, the way we think, even our attitudes.   
Sometimes, people criticize Bible-based Christians of “picking on homosexuality,” treating it as if it were worse than other sins.   And sometimes, those critics would be right!  I’ve heard people talk about homosexuality as though it were the unforgivable sin.   That is a human reaction that flows from personal revulsion of one particular sin.  But our holy God’s reaction is to be equally repulsed by all sin.  Consider 1 Corinthians 6:9-10, “Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.”  

Notice how that verse puts Person A (the “slanderer”) and Person B (the “homosexual offender”) in the same boat.  Neither has lived up to the high standard – namely perfection – that God has set for his Creation.  “Be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect” Jesus said (Matthew 5:48).  Therefore, both person A and person B need saving from their sin.

So how are we saved?  Christ!  Jesus died to make atonement for all sin (1 John 1:7).  His blood washes away the stain of slander and homosexuality equally well.   The benefits of Christ’s work are received through faith.  But faith is not just saying, “I believe in Jesus!”  Even the demons believe in Jesus.  Faith is a God-given gift which totally changes our outlook on everything, including our sin.  True faith leads me to love that which God loves and to hate that which God hates.  
My temper, my slander, my pride, my lust – I hate these things, because God hates them.   Thus, repentance and faith are in essence synonymous.  For if one has genuine faith, he will naturally repent of all that which offends our saving God.   

In our illustration, person A might call himself a Christian.  But the ease with which he slips into slander, a sin which Christ had to bleed for, makes his faith appear paper thin.   He might be kidding himself by calling himself a Christian.  “Faith, if not accompanied by action, is dead” (James 2:17).   There is no repentance of his slander.  How, then, can there be true faith?

But person B… she is fighting the good fight, isn’t she?  She is trying to resist the impulses of her sinful nature.  When she fails, she runs to Christ, who is our Righteousness.  She basks in the forgiveness that our Savior freely offers.  With his help, she begins the struggle anew, day after day.   Her entire life is one of repentance… one of faith… just like Dr. Luther said.
When we, as Bible-based Lutherans, express our distress over the in-name-only “Lutherans” in the ELCA saying that homosexuality is OK, please realize it is not because we consider the sin of homosexuality worse than other sins.  If you do, take the plank out of your own eye before you start picking at the speck in others’!  Rather, we are concerned because, again, repentance and faith are synonymous.   By teaching that homosexuality is not a sin, the ELCA has turned person B into person A, one who does not take his sin seriously.  And that’s not healthy, to say the least.  Because repentance is required for all sin.
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